
BREAKING NEWS: Federal Court overturns Prop 8! 

  

Just moments ago, federal district court declared Proposition 8 to be 

unconstitutional! 

  

In January 2010, attorneys Ted Olson and David Boies went to trial in Perry 

v. Schwarzenegger, a federal case challenging Proposition 8—California’s 

discriminatory ballot measure that took away same-sex couples' right to 

marry in the state. The suit was filed on behalf of same-sex couples, who were denied 

marriage licenses, on the grounds that Proposition 8 violated the equal protection 

principles and the Due Process Clause of the U.S. Constitution. 

 

Today, for the first time, a federal court ruled that the denial of marriage licenses to 

same-sex couples violates the U.S. Constitution. Chief Judge Vaughn R. Walker of the 

U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California ruled that California’s denial of 

marriage licenses to same-sex couples violates the Equal Protection Clause and the Due 

Process Clause of the 14th Amendment. 

 

While the decision of the federal district court overturns Proposition 8, it is probably not 

the final word on the matter.  The decision is likely to be appealed to the U.S. Court of 

Appeals for the Ninth Circuit and then to the U.S. Supreme Court.  This exciting 

development brings us one step closer to full LGBT equality, but the final outcome in the 

matter may still be years away and same-sex couples in every corner of the country are 

still being denied federal recognition of their relationships. 

 

Stay tuned:  Equality Illinois will keep you updated as this issue unfolds.  (And see below 

how you can help us make a difference in Illinois.) 

 

Very truly yours, 

 
Bernard Cherkasov 

Chief Executive Officer 

 

P.S.  Don't miss your chance to DOUBLE YOUR IMPACT in support of Equality 

Illinois' urgent work toward marriage equality in our state.  Every dollar you give to 

Equality Illinois will be matched 100% by our generous friends at MillerCoors. This is a 

rare opportunity for you to double your impact while making a crucial difference in the 

fight toward full equality for LGBT people in Illinois. There's more: Give now and you 

will be automatically entered into drawings for five incredible mountain bikes and dozens 

of super-cool "Equality Begins with Me" t-shirts!  Please donate now. 

 

 


