
 

 

We, the undersigned – people of faith from a variety of faith communities across our state -- strongly support the 

Illinois Religious Freedom Protection and Civil Union Act. We dedicate our lives to fostering faith and values, 

and we work daily to promote love, justice, and fairness for all. Standing on these beliefs, we think that it is morally 

just to grant the rights and responsibilities to couples that cannot have a civil marriage, not only to same sex couples, 

but also to seniors who fear losing financial resources. 

We agree that gay and lesbian couples and senior couples should be able to: 

� participate in medical decision making 

� control the disposition of a deceased partner’s remains 

� visit a loved one in the hospital  

� share a nursing home room 

� have access to pension benefits 

There can be no justification for discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation or gender identity. 

 

Some have used the name of religion to justify slavery, to deny women the right to vote and deny marriage to 

interracial couples – people of goodwill find that unconscionable today. We accept our brothers and sisters and 

recognize that their relationships and families need civil recognition and protections. 

 
There are differences among our many religious traditions. Some recognize and bless same-sex unions and some do 

not. The Illinois Religious Freedom Protection and Civil Union Act reaffirms the Constitutional guarantee that no 

religious denomination would be compelled or forced to solemnize any relationship that is outside its faith tradition. 

It gives legal recognition and protections to loving, committed couples. We agree that all Illinois couples should be 

legally protected and urge you as a state legislator to support this bill to achieve equality. 

   

Scripture and tradition carry the message of love, justice and inclusion of all. The very basis of a union is to protect 

the family, strengthen our communities and emphasize compassion and love. No couple should be excluded from 

civil/legal protections. 

 

We want to promote the common good -- what is best for individuals, couples, families, children, and society. As 

people of faith and citizens of Illinois, we ask you to stand for the freedom of all our citizens and support the civil 

union bill. It’s not only a matter of equality - it’s a matter of conscience and justice. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

(see below) 
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ILLINOIS RELIGIOUS LEADERS: (Alphabetical by city, surname) 

 

Jamie Gross (Director of Religious Education), John Herndon (President Board of Trustees), and Diane Thompson 

(Member) of: 

First Unitarian Church 

Alton, IL 62002 

 

Rev. William Veith of: 

Trinity Lutheran Church – ELCA 

Alton, IL 62002 

 

 

Rev. Betty Jo Birkhahn Rommelfanger, Elizabeth Bailey, William Bailey, and Nancy Bavisotto (Members) of: 

Church of the Incarnation – UMC 

Arlington Heights, IL 60005 

 

Rev. M.C. Eccles of:  

St. Simon’s Episcopal Church   

Arlington Heights, IL  60005 

 

Rev. Jeffrey Phillips of: 

St. John’s UCC, Arlington Heights 

Arlington Heights, IL 60004 

 

Rev. Rex Piercy, Ken Stewart (Lay Leader), Anthony Almerigi, Anne Bagan, Donna Blankfield, Bonnie Everhart, 

Andrea Gates Ehlers, Betsy Gates Ehlers, Patricia Harris, Joan Huff, Ronald Hulka, Teresa Hulka, Laura Janus, Lisa 

Loeffler, Renate Martin, Jill Megli, Narra Megli, Judy Miller, Barbara Payne, Carol Petty, Catherine Ross, Mary 

Ryan, Judy Scott, Mark Siler and Linda Wiley (Members) of:  

Congregational UCC, Arlington Heights  

Arlington Heights, IL 60005 

 

 

Rev. Jonathan Dean of: 

Aurora University, Wackerlin Center for Faith and Action – Methodist 

Aurora, IL 60506 

 

Rev. Charles de Kay (Rector) of:  

Trinity Episcopal Church  

Aurora, IL 60505 

 

Rev. Cyndi Gavin and Anne Dempsey (Council Member) of: 

St. John UCC 

Aurora, IL  

 

 

Rev. Jeanne Hanson of: 

St. Paul’s – UCC 

Barrington, IL 60010 

 

 

Rev. Dianna Thomas, Ruth Eaker and Sherry Lovell (Members) of: 

Well of Living Water Ministries 

Belleville, IL 62220 

 

 

Rev. John Clark of: 

First Congregational Church of Berwyn – UCC 

Berwyn, IL 60402 

 

 



Rev. Bette MacKenzie of: 

Berwyn United Lutheran Church – ELCA 

Berwyn, IL 60402 

 

Rev. David Olson (Retired): 

ELCA Minister 

Berwyn, IL 60402 

 

 

Rev. Heidi Haverkamp of: 

Church of St. Benedict – Episcopal 

Bolingbrook, IL 60440 

 

 

Rev. Danny Spears and Amy Meadow Smith (Member) of: 

Holy Covenant MCC 

Brookfield, IL 60513 

 

 

Rabbi Marc Belgrad and Rabbi Richard Prass of:  

Congregation Beth Am  

Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 

 

 

Rev. Carol Shanks and Seminarian Libby Feagans King of: 

Bethel UCC 

Cahokia, IL 62206 

 

 

Rev. Sam Foskey: 

UCC Minister 

Carbondale, IL  

 

Rev. Terry Moore (Member) of: 

Church of the Good Shepherd – UCC 

Carbondale, IL 62901 

 

 

Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser of: 

Community United Church of Christ 

Champaign, IL 61820 

 

 

Rev. Jeff Carlson, Rev. Emeritus Thomas Henry, Associate Rev. Avena Ward (CMA), BJ Anderson (CMA), Ben 

Bishop, Rev. Wayne Bradley, and Joseph Hinton (Members) of: 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 

Chicago, IL 60614 

 

Rev. David Antieau and Dorothy Auw (CMA/Member) of:  

St. Nicolai United Church of Christ  

Chicago, IL 60618 

 

Rev. Dr. Lee Barker (President and Professor of Ministry), Rev. Dr. Neil Gerdes (Library Director & Associate 

Professor of Bibliography) and Dr. Michael Hogue (Associate Professor of Theology) of: 

Meadville Lombard Theological School – UU 

Chicago, IL 60637 

 

Brother Joseph Basil-Gauss and Brother Rahm Nathanael of: 

Religious Order: Brotherhood of St. Gregory – Episcopal 

Chicago, IL  



 

Rev. Dr. Kim Beckmann: 

ELCA Minister 

Chicago, IL 

 

Rev. Jacki Belile of: 

Living Well Ministries – Baptist 

Chicago, IL 60645 

 

 

Rev. Liala Beukema of: 

Lakeview Lutheran Church – ELCA 

Chicago, IL 60613 

 

Vicar Julie Boleyn 

ELCA Minister 

Chicago, IL 

 

Rev. William Bordonaro of: 

Bethany United Church of Christ 

Chicago, IL 60613 

 

Rev. Clare Butterfield of:  

Faith in Place – Interfaith  

Chicago, IL 60612 

 

Rev. Jacqueline Cameron, Edward Davis and David Thompson (Members) of: 

Church of the Atonement – Episcopal 

Chicago, IL 60660 

 

Rev. Amy Carlozo and Rev. Jeffrey Doane of: 

Lincoln Park Presbyterian Church 

Chicago, IL 60614 

 

Rev. Erik Christensen of: 

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church of Logan Square – ELCA 

Chicago, IL 60647   

 

Rev. Jason Coulter of:  

Ravenswood United Church of Christ  

Chicago, IL 60618 

 

Rev. Brian Covell and 36 Congregants of:  

Third Unitarian Church 

Chicago, IL 60644 

 

Reginald Crenshaw (Deacon) of:     

Trinity UCC  

Chicago, IL 60628 

 

Rev. Dan Dale, Rev. Marilyn Pagán-Banks, Rev. William Southwick, Loren Crawford (Faith Education 

Coordinator), Elaine Klemen (CMA), Jennifer Pitts, Tony Escobedo, Lynn Barrier, Nathan Huber, Katie Hackett, 

Barbara England, Norm Watkins, Jackie River, Judith Southwick, Elizabeth Benson, Bruce Beasley, Jennifer Barger, 

Jenny Dale, Pam Richart, Lan Richart, Kathy Kelly, Patty Ulhrich, Lynn Gunn, Lisa Dalke, and Gerardo Vivas 

(Members) of:  

Wellington Avenue UCC 

Chicago, IL 60657 

 

Rev. Kate Floyd, Dee Adams, Rebecca Anderson, David Braden, Allison Chaplain, Mary Colleran, Anne Comings, 

Kara Crawford, Maria Diaz, Andrew David, Liz Dierbeck, Todd Ferry, Rachel Harvey, Cindy Kuzma, Anastasia 



Maley, Vicky Nabors, Carrie Neff, Amelia Pace Borah, Chris Schickles, Andrew Schorr, Jove Taino, Meg Taino, 

Sarah Tidwell, Sarah Vertrees, Katie Wickman and Brady Wied (Members) of: 

Holy Covenant UMC 

Chicago, IL 60657 

 

Laura Dean Friedrich (Director of Advocacy and Education) of:   

Protestants for the Common Good  

Chicago, IL 60602 

 

Rev. Don Donini: 

Unity Minister 

Chicago, IL 

 

Rev. Joy Douglas Strome and Rev. Larissa Kwong Abazia, David Abazia, Kathleen Benbow, Anne Blanton, Deanna 

Boyd, Walter Breitzke, Brooks Darrah, Anthony Didato, Jeffrey Glenn, Kathy Goble, Grace Gyori, Thomas Gyori, 

Gary Hamburg, Don Hohl, Robert Hutchins, Elizabeth Jaenicke, Hyeyoung Lee, Jennie Martin, Floyd May, Heather 

McCallister, Christine Pak, Eunice Poethig, Richard Poethig, Monna Ray, Ellen Rayfield, Bridgette Reiner, David 

Roberts, David Schlueter, Barry Smith, Martha Spalding, Walter Swift, Todd Vanadilok, Matthew Waller, Dana 

Wiley, Tim Wolfe, and Alejo Yacapin II (Members) of: 

Lakeview Presbyterian Church 

Chicago, IL 60660 

 

Rev. Kevin Downer, Jeremy Butts, Doyle Chappell, Linda Diaz, Kevin O’Brien, Michelle Rossi and Eric Smith 

(Members) of: 

A Church For Me – MCC 

Chicago, IL 60613 

 

Rev. Rudra Dundzila, Rev. Adam Robersmith, Sue Dunmore (Religious Educator), David Groves, Curtis Smith 

(Social Justice Co-Chairs), Byl Adam, Hill Althage, Rick Brown, Atena Danner-McPhaden, Dee Ann Duli, Jennifer 

Duston, Tyler Duston, Allen Hailey, Arcenia Harmon, Libby Harvey-Hill, Marilyn Hebda, Eugene Horcher, Paul 

Konkoly, Elizabeth Krumwiede, Larry Lefferts, Linda Marquis, Adelaide Meyers, Mary O’Leary, Cheryl Pattin, 

Brent Phillips, Nikki Smith, Will Tanzman, Melissa Wagamon, Michael Walver and Katherine Wolf (Members) of: 

Second Unitarian  

Chicago, IL 60657 

 

Rabbi Laurence Edwards, Bob Cohn, Laurie Grauer, June LaTrobe and Daniel Levin (Members) of: 

Congregation or Chadash – Reform 

Chicago, IL 60660 

 

Rev. Carlos Elvir of  

Grace UMC of Logan Square   

Chicago, IL 60647 

 

Convener Dave Fleer of: 

Integrity Illinois – Episcopal 

Chicago, IL 60641 

 

Carmen Flores Rance, (CMA/Exec Director) of:  

San Lucas UCC (Iglesia Unida de Cristo San Lucas) 

Chicago, IL 60647 

 

Rev. Beth Freese Dammers of:  

Presbyterian Church, USA 

 

Dr. Matt Frizzell of: 

Community of Christ  

Chicago, IL  

 

Rev. Edward Goode (Retired): 

UCC Minister 

Chicago, IL  



 

Rev. Trey Hall and Rev. Teran Loeppke of: 

Urban Village Church - UMC 

Chicago, IL 60605 

 

Rev. Elizabeth Harding: 

Unitarian Universalist Minister 

Chicago, IL 60613 

 

Michael Herman (Retired Catholic Priest):  

Chicago, IL 

 

Rev. Lisl Heymans Paul of: 

Agape House-United Campus Ministry, UIC – UMC 

Chicago, IL 60608   

 

Rev. Brian Hiortdahl, Brent Arms, Dr. Shari Brandli, Stephanie Erickson Youngman, Gary Jensen, Patricia McGuire, 

Norma McLennon, Monica Reichert, John Roberts, Laura Rombalski, Karen Stetins, Kathy Young and Rob 

Youngman (Members) of:  

Resurrection Lutheran Church – ELCA  

Chicago, IL 60657 

 

Rev. John Hobbs of:  

Church of the Three Crosses – UCC & UMC  

Chicago, IL 60614 

 

Rev. Dr. Gloria Hopewell of:    

Congregational Church of Jefferson Park – UCC 

Chicago, IL 60626 

 

Rev. Dr. Alice Hunt (President), Rev. Deborah Derylak (Director of Theological Field Education), Dr. W. Scott 

Haldeman (Associate Professor of Worship), Rev. Dr. Ted Jennings (Professor of Biblical and Constructive 

Theology) and Dr. JoAnne Terrell (Associate Professor of Ethics and Theology) of:  

The Chicago Theological Seminary – UCC   

Chicago, IL 60637 

 

Rev. Sherri Jackson of: 

St. Martin’s Episcopal Church 

Chicago, IL 60644 

 

Chaplain Matthew Jacobson of:  

Loyola University Ministry, Lake Shore Campus  

Chicago, IL 60626 

 

Rev. Montgomery Johnson of:  

Emmanuel Lutheran Church – ELCA 

Chicago, IL 60660 

 

Rev. Susan Johnson, Rev. Zachary Mills and Rev. Elizabeth Ritzman-LCPC of:   

Hyde Park Union Church – American Baptist & UCC   

Chicago, IL 60637 

 

Rev. Pam Jones-Harris of: 

The Fellowship - Life Reclamation Center, UCC 

Chicago, IL  

 

Cantor Aviva Katzman and Maxx Quinn (Member) of:  

Temple Sholom – Reform 

Chicago, IL 60657 

 

 



Rev. Fred Kinsey and James Huff (Member) of: 

Unity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Chicago, IL 60640 

 

Rev. AnnMarie Kneebone and Elizabeth Schulmeister (Member) of: 

Grace Baptist Church – American Baptist 

Chicago, IL 60660  

 

Rev. Deborah Lake of: 

Sankofa Way 

Chicago, IL 60615 

 

Rev. Peter Lane, Steven Heyman (Vestry Member), J.P. Brown, Rachel Brown and Glenda Mowatt (Members) of: 

Church of St. Paul & the Redeemer – Episcopal  

Chicago, IL 60615 

 

Rev. Matthew Lang of: 

Chicago Presbytery – Presbyterian 

Chicago, IL 60623 

 

Allan Lindrup (Social Justice Council Chair), Karen Christiansen and Lara Tushla (Members) of: 

First Unitarian Church of Chicago 

Chicago, IL 60637 

 

Rabbi Asher Lopatin of:  

Anshe Sholom B'nai Israel Congregation – Orthodox 

Chicago, IL 60657 

 

Rev. Sherrie Lowly and Brent Holman-Gomez (Financial Secretary) of: 

Berry Memorial United Methodist Church 

Chicago, IL 60625  

 

The Very Rev. Joy Rogers and Rev. Jacqueline Lynn (Deacon), Timothy Crum, Lyle Hyde, Marianne Hyde, and 

Stephen Koebel (Members) of:  

St. James Cathedral – Episcopal 

Chicago, IL 60611 

 

Rev. Wendy Mathewson (Chaplain of Residence Halls) of:  

DePaul University 

Chicago, IL 60614  

 

Michael McConnell (Regional Director Great Lakes Region) of: 

American Friends Service Committee – Quaker 

Chicago, IL 60605 

 

Rev. Gordon McCoy of:  

Cluster Lead – MCC  

Chicago, IL 

 

Rev. Lois McCullen Parr, Timothy Barnes and Richard Holley (Members) of: 

Broadway United Methodist Church 

Chicago, IL 60657 

 

Rev. April McGlothin-Eller (Deacon) of:  

United Methodist Church  

Chicago, IL 60645 

 

Rev. Catiana McKay and Arlie Sims (Member) of:  

United Church of Rogers Park – UMC  

Chicago, IL  60626 

 



Rev. John Modschiedler (Member) of: 

University Christian Church – Disciples of Christ 

Chicago, IL 60637 

 

Rev. Wayne McPherson of:   

Bethlehem UCC   

Chicago, IL 60614 

 

Rev. Jerry Miller of: 

Edison Park UMC 

Chicago, IL 60631 

 

Rev. Jennifer Owen-O’Quill: 

Unitarian Universalist Minister 

Chicago, IL 

 

Rev. Bonnie Perry of:        

All Saints Episcopal Church     

Chicago, IL 60640 

 

Rev. Brook Peterson of: 

United in Faith Lutheran Church – ELCA 

Chicago, IL 60634 

 

Gregory Potts, M.Div. (Executive Director) of:  

The Religious Coalition for the Freedom to Marry  

c/o Second Unitarian: Chicago, IL 60657 

 

Sister Donna Quinn of: 

National Coalition of American Nuns – Catholic 

Chicago, IL 

 

Luis Quinones (CMA & Lay Leader) of: 

First Congregational Church of Chicago – UCC 

Chicago, IL 60657 

 

Rev. Megan Ramer of: 

Chicago Community Mennonite Church 

Chicago, IL 60624 

 

Rabbi David Sandmel: 

Jewish Reform Rabbi 

Chicago, IL 

 

Rev. Nanette Sawyer of:  

Wicker Park Grace – Presbyterian  

Chicago, IL 60647  

 

Rabbi Michael Siegel of: 

Anshe Emet Synagogue – Conservative 

Chicago, IL 60613 

 

Rev. Jean Siegfried-Darling, Rev. Bob Ford, Lula Bradlat, Mark Lickerman, Grace Otter, Lawrence Otter, Richard 

Roetter, Sara Ross, and Virginia Folk (Members) of: 

People’s Church – UCC & UU 

Chicago, IL 60640 

 

Rev. Stan Sloan of: 

Episcopal Diocese of Chicago 

Chicago, IL 

 



Rev. Stuart Smith of: 

St. James Presbyterian Church 

Chicago, IL 60645 

 

Staff at 8
th

 Day Center for Justice – Catholic 

Chicago, IL 60606 

 

Rev. Mark Tabbut (Director Clinical Pastoral Education) of: 

Rush University Medical Center 

Chicago, IL 60612 

 

Rev. Carla Thompson-Powell and Rev. John Hassey, Sherry Gutermuth, James Mastaler, David Wood and Jacqueline 

Wood (Members) of:  

Ebenezer Lutheran Church – ELCA 

Chicago, IL 60640 

 

Rev. Larry Turpin of: 

United Church of Hyde Park – UCC, UMC & Presbyterian 

Chicago, IL 60615 

 

Rev. Booker Steven Vance of:  

St. Stephen's Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Chicago, IL 60619   

 

Rev. Oscar Varnadoe III:       

UCC Minister  

Chicago, IL 60620 

 

Rev. Kara Wagner Sherer of:  

St. John's Episcopal Church  

Chicago, IL 60641 

 

Rev. David Weasley:  

American Baptist Minister  

Chicago, IL 

 

Bishop James Alan Wilkowski of: 

Evangelical Catholic Diocese of the Northwest 

Chicago, IL 60617 

 

Rabbi Michael Zedek of: 

Emmanuel Congregation – Reform 

Chicago, IL 60660 

 

 

Rev. Edward Davis of:  

St. Mark UCC  

Chicago Heights, IL 60411 

 

 

Rev. Aimee Delevett of:  

Church of the Holy Nativity – Episcopal  

Clarendon Hills, IL 60514 

 

 

Rabbi Maralee Gordon of:  

McHenry County Jewish Congregation – Conservative 

Crystal Lake, IL 60012 

 

Rev. Dave Inglis of:      

First Congregational Church of Crystal Lake – UCC  



Crystal Lake, IL 60014  

 

Rev. Thomas Wendt of: 

Unity Church of Crystal Lake 

Crystal Lake, IL 60014 

 

Rev. Paige Wolfanger: 

UCC Minister 

Crystal Lake, IL 60014 

 

 

Rev. Rich Hendricks and David Switzer (Member) of: 

MCC of the Quad Cities  

Davenport, IA 52803 

 

 

Rev. Roger Dart (CMA/Member) of: 

Congregational Church in Deerfield – UCC 

Deerfield, IL 60015 

 

 

Rev. Kelli Beard of: 

United Campus Ministries, Northern Illinois University 

DeKalb, IL 60115 

 

Rev. Laura Crites of:  

First UMC  

DeKalb, IL 60115 

 

Rev. Linda Slabon of: 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of DeKalb 

DeKalb, IL 60115 

 

 

Rev. Mark Wiberg: 

ELCA Minister 

Des Plaines, IL 60016  

 

 

Tiana Cigrand, Michael Davenport, Lillian Ficht, Raina Gallt, John Gillham, Andy Guise, Lindsey Guise, Sharon 

Harmon, Kim Holler, C. Howard, Rex Howard, V. Howard, Edward Kras, Mary Lord, Angela Loveless, Ina Osborn, 

Gayle Ostrander, Lenore Pitstick, Debbie Rissing, Cindi Roselieb, Peg Schultz, Gretchen Shearer, Julie Stone, Lynn 

Sweitzer, Nicole Tolson and Jeff Wasilevich (Members) of: 

First United Methodist Church of Downers Grove 

Downers Grove, IL 60515 

 

Rev. Nayiri Karjian of: 

First Congregational United Church of Christ, Downers Grove 

Downers Grove, IL 60515 

 

Rev. Deborah Matthews of: 

St. Luke Presbyterian Church 

Downers Grove, IL 60515 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Bruce LeBlanc of: 

Ecumenical Catholic Church 

East Moline, IL 61244 

 

 



Rev. Daniel Brosier of:  

UU Church of Elgin  

Elgin, IL 60121 

 

Rev. Chris Pierson of: 

Northern Illinois Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church 

Elgin, IL 60120 

 

 

Rev. Mark Agnini of:  

Elmhurst College  

Elmhurst, IL 60126 

 

Rev. Stephen Schuette and Rev. Sally Scheib (CMA/Member) of:   

Bethel UCC   

Elmhurst, IL 60126 

 

 

Rabbi Brant Rosen, Terri Bernsohn (Religious School Director) and Jordan Ellison (Member) of:  

Jewish Reconstructionist Congregation  

Evanston, IL 60202 

 

Rev. Elizabeth Butler (Vice President), Dr. Donna Ialongo, Rev. Dr. Ruth Myers, Seminarian Jennifer Hammargren, 

and Newland Smith of:  

Seabury-Western Theological Seminary – Episcopal 

Evanston, IL 60201  

 

Rev. Barbara Pescan, Sandie Elliott (Chairperson), Barb Schon-Lundberg (Lay Leader), Margaret Shaklee (Member) 

and Eileen Wiviott (Membership Director) of: 

Unitarian Church of Evanston  

Evanston, IL 60201 

 

Rev. Lee Gaede (Deacon) of:  

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church  

Evanston, IL 60201 

 

Rev. Robert Thompson, Rev. Ann Louise Haak and Nate Cornish (Member) of: 

Lake Street Church – American Baptist 

Evanston, IL 60201    

 

Rev. Lloyd Kittlaus of: 

University Lutheran Church at Northwestern – ELCA 

Evanston, IL 60201 

 

Rabbi Dr. Peter Knobel, Cantor Arik Luck and Lora East (Assistant to the Clergy) of: 

Beth Emet The Free Synagogue – Reform 

Evanston, IL 60202 

 

Rev. Dr. Pamela Lightsey (Dean of Students) and Margaret Ann Crain (Professor of Christian Education & Director 

of Deacon Studies Programs) of:  

Garrett Theological Seminary – UMC  

Evanston, IL 60201 

 

Rev. Daniel Prechtel of:  

Lion and Lamb Ministries  

Evanston, IL 60201 

 

Rev. Daniel Ruen, Tim Schannep (Counsel Member), and Tony Garcia (Member) of:   

Grace Lutheran Church – ELCA  

Evanston, IL 60202 

 



 

Rev. Rebecca Clancy of:  

First Congregational Church of Geneva – UCC  

Geneva, IL 60126 

 

 

Rev. Bart Roush of: 

Fox Valley Presbyterian Church 

Geneva, IL 60134 

 

 

Rev. Seth Ethan Carey and Rev. Dr. Lillian Daniel of: 

First Congregational Church of Glen Ellyn – UCC 

Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 

 

Rev. George Smith of:  

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church  

Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 

 

 

Cantor Jennifer Frost of: 

Congregation B'nai Jehoshua Beth Elohim – Reform 

Glenview, IL 60025 

 

Rev. Sally VerShave Iberg, Rev. Nan Conser, and Richard Conser (Lay Leader) of: 

Glenview Community Church – UCC 

Glenview, IL 60025 

 

 

Rabbi Adam Chalom of:  

Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation  

Highland Park, IL 60035 

 

Rabbi Jonathan Magidovitch of: 

Congregation B'nai Torah – Reform 

Highland Park, IL 60035 

 

Rev. Andrea Mysen of:  

Trinity Episcopal Church   

Highland Park, IL 60035 

 

Rabbi Isaac Serotta and Cantor Michael Davis of:  

Lakeside Congregation for Reform Judaism  

Highland Park, IL 60035 

 

 

Rev. Thom Parrott-Sheffer of: 

Union Church of Hinsdale – UCC 

Hinsdale, IL 60521 

 

 

Cantorial Soloist Ilana Axel of: 

Beth Tikvah Congregation – Reform 

Hoffman Estates, IL 60195 

 

 

Rabbi Ellen Dreyfuss of: 

B'nai Yehuda Beth Sholom 

Homewood, IL 60430 

 



 

Rev. Dr. Robert von Treba and Maria Rohloff (Advisor Prism) of:  

Lyonsville Congregational – UCC  

Indian Head Park, IL 60525 

 

 

Rev. Barbara Lohrbach of: 

St. John UCC 

Kankakee, IL 60901 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Richard Wolf of: 

First Congregational Church of La Grange – UCC 

La Grange, IL 60525 

 

 

Rabbi Ze’ev Harari of:  

Congregation Am Echod – Reform  

Lindenhurst, IL 60046 

 

 

Rev. KyungJa Oh and Marcie Williams (Member) of:  

St. Chad's Episcopal Church  

Loves Park, IL 61111 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Lee Patterson of: 

Resurrection and Hope Ministries – Non-Denominational  

Matteson, IL 60443 

 

 

Rev. Catherine Erwin of: 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 

McHenry, IL 60050 

 

 

Rev. Emma Lou Belcher of: 

DuPage Unitarian Universalist Church 

Naperville, IL 60563 

 

Rev. Elizabeth Bowes (Minister of Christian Education) and Pamela Lautenbach (Member) of:  

Wesley UMC  

Naperville, IL 60540 

 

Rev. Janelle Hooper of:  

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church – ELCA  

Naperville, IL 60540 

 

Rev. Mark Winters of: 

First Congregational Church – UCC 

Naperville, IL 60540 

 

 

Rev. Sue Ryder of: 

New Covenant – Disciples of Christ 

Normal, IL 61761 

 

 

Rev. Douglas Kings of: 

Acacia Park Lutheran Church – ELCA 



Norridge, IL 60706 

 

 

Rabbi Paul Cohen of: 

Temple Jeremiah – Reform 

Northfield, IL 60093 

 

Rev. Dennis Kelly of: 

Lutheran Church of the Ascension 

Northfield, IL 60093 

 

Cantor Stuart Simon of:   

Am Yisrael Congregation – Conservative    

Northfield, IL 60093 

 

 

Elaine Cunha (CMA) of: 

Pilgrim Faith UCC 

Oak Lawn, IL 60430 

 

 

Rev. Kelly Brouwer, Rev. Leah Fowler, Rev. Julie Harley, Chaplain William Tweedley, Sylvia Menninga and Joseph 

Powers (Members) of:  

First United Church of Oak Park – UCC & Presbyterian 

Oak Park, IL 60301 

 

Chaplain Ian Burch of: 

Episcopal Church USA 

Oak Park, IL 60302 

 

Rev. Emily Gage, Rev. Alan Taylor, Lorissa Ellis (Teacher) and Lisa Nigro (Member) of:  

Unity Temple UU Congregation  

Oak Park, IL 60301 

 

Rev. Marti Scott, Rev. Cossy Ksander, Rev. Dr. Patricia Longabaugh, Jayne Anderson, Kathryn Ksander, Jean 

Maloney (Lay Leaders), Susan King (President of Trustees) Teri Duysen Svehla, Gwendolyn Hamilton, Debra 

Jensen, Seminarian Randi Knebel, Diane Pickard Richardson and Julie Sanderson (Members) of:  

Euclid Avenue United Methodist Church 

Oak Park, IL 60302 

 

Rabbi Max Weiss of:  

Oak Park Temple B'nai Abraham Zion – Reform  

Oak Park, IL 60302  

 

 

Rev. Lisa Hadler and Eileen Fesco (Member) of: 

First Congregational UCC 

Ottawa, IL 61350 

 

 

Rev. Hilary Krivchenia, Julianne Cicarelli (Social Action Committee), Colleen Vahey (Director of Religious 

Education), Christine Organ, Lois Strzyzewski, Timothy Walsh (Lay Leaders), Lisa Bohne´, James Booth, Nancy 

Cowger, Susan DeLuca, Christine Gralewski, Maria Gregorio, Olivia Gregorio, Amanda Lee, Jane Matthews, Leslie 

Peet, Jennifer Perez Brennan, Dayle Roberts, Misty Shuck, Kim Tilford and Jim Tilford (Members) of: 

Countryside Church – UU 

Palatine, IL 60067 

 

 

Rev. Sarah Odderstol of:   

St. Mary's Episcopal Church 



Park Ridge, IL 60068 

 

 

Rev. Michael Brown of: 

Peoria UU Church 

Peoria, IL 61604 

 

 

Rev. Richard Gleason (Retired) of:  

Pinckneyville, IL 62274 

 

 

Rev. Susan Schneider of: 

Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd – ELCA 

Prospect Heights, IL 60070 

 

 

Rev. Douglas Asbury of: 

Riverside United Methodist Church 

Riverside, IL 60546 

 

 

Rev. Matthew Emery of: 

Second Congregational United Church of Christ 

Rockford, IL 61101 

 

Cheryl May, GLBT Group Facilitator of:  

Brooke Road UMC  

Rockford, IL 61109   

 

Rabbi Binah Wing of:  

Temple Beth-El – Reform  

Rockford, IL 61107  

 

 

Rev. Suzanne Anderson-Hurdle of: 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church of Romeoville - ELCA 

Romeoville, IL  60466 

 

 

Rev. David Haley of:  

Central UMC 

Skokie, IL 60076 

 

Rabbi Amy Memis-Foler and Jann Goldberg (Member) of:  

Temple Judea Mizpah – Reform  

Skokie, IL 60077 

 

 

Father Scott West of:  

Evangelical Catholic Church  

South Pekin, IL 61564 

 

  

Rev. Leslie Bradshaw of: 

Unity Church of Practical Christianity  

Springfield, IL 62703 

 

Rev. Kres Lipscomb of:   

First Church of the Brethren – Mennonite/Brethren    



Springfield, IL 62703 

 

Rev. Dr. Tony Thieman-Somora, David Bishop (Vice Moderator), Chris Bryak, Jim Buckles, Jarnell Carter, Lawrence 

Cooprider, Stanley Dial, Amanda Kemper, Sharon Mathi, Mary Metcalf, Larry Park, Anthony Somora Jr., Mary 

Wilcoxson, and Sara Wilcoxson (Members) of: 

Heartland MCC 

Springfield, IL 62702 

 

Rev. Martin Woulfe of: 

Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist Congregation 

Springfield, IL 62711 

 

 

Rev. William Nesbit Jr. of: 

St. Charles Episcopal Church 

St. Charles, IL 60174 

 

 

Rev. Bret Myers of: 

The Federated Church of Sycamore – UCC & UU 

Sycamore, IL 60178 

 

 

Rev. Eileen Shanley-Roberts and Ross Shanley-Roberts (Youth Group Leader) of: 

Christ Episcopal Church 

Waukegan, IL 60085            

 

 

Rev. Denise Griebler of:  

St. Michael’s UCC  

West Chicago, IL 60185 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Bradley Pace of:  

Trinity Episcopal Church in Wheaton    

Wheaton, IL 60187 

 

 

Rabbi Samuel Gordon and Cantor Ross Wolman of:  

Congregation Sukkat Shalom – Reform 

Wilmette, IL 60091 

 

Rev. Tripp Hudgins of:  

Community Church of Wilmette – American Baptist  

Wilmette, IL 60091 

 

 

Rev. Daniel Larsen of: 

Congregational Unitarian Church 

Woodstock, IL 60098 

 

 

OTHER SUPPORTERS: (Alphabetical by city, surname) 

 

Sandra Gumm (Member) of: 

St. Paul United Church of Christ 

Arlington Heights, IL 60005 

 

Nancy Polancich of: 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 



Arlington Heights, IL  

 

Janice Turner (Member) of: 

Our Lady of the Wayside – Catholic 

Arlington Heights, IL 60005 

 

Linda Venturi of: 

Arlington Heights, IL 60005 

 

 

Dr. Ronda DeVold of: 

Reconciling Journey Ministries – UMC 

Aurora, IL 60504 

 

Kristie Svaleson of: 

Aurora, IL 60502 

 

 

Jay Simon (Unitarian) of: 

Barrington, IL 60010 

 

 

Stephanie Wollert (Member) of:   

First Congregational UCC  

Carpentersville, IL 

 

 

Toby Powers and Lanita Combs (Members) of:  

Berdan Baptist Church   

Carrollton, IL 

 

 

Esther Portnoy (Member) of: 

St.Andrew's Lutheran Church – ELCA 

Champaign, IL 61820 

 

Gayetana Zarazinski (Member) of: 

St. Ann’s Church – Catholic 

Channahon, IL 60410 

 

 

Dionne Baux (Member) of: 

Galewood UCC 

Chicago, IL 60639 

 

Melanie Bienemann of: 

Chicago, IL 60640 

 

Nora Brathol of:  

Chicago, IL 60640 

 

Molly Campbell (Unitarian) of: 

Chicago, IL 60605 

 

Michael Carr of: 

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel – Catholic 

Chicago, IL 60613 

 

 



Megan Cochran of: 

Chicago, IL 60613 

 

Seminarian Nicole Collins of: 

St. Philip’s Lutheran Church 

Chicago, IL 60690 

 

Jamie DePaul (Member) of: 

Soul City Church – Non Denominational 

Chicago, IL 60607 

 

Mark Dickerson of: 

Chicago, IL 60632 

 

Nicholas Dorado (Member) of: 

Catholic Church 

Chicago, IL 60640 

 

Carolyn Doughty of: 

Christ Lutheran Church and Lutherans Concerned Chicago 

Chicago, IL  

 

Sid Fey (Laity) of: 

Loyola University 

Chicago, IL 60660 

 

Ms. Maureen Finigan (Buddhist): 

Chicago, IL 60640 

 

Bethany Gawlik (Member) of: 

United in Faith Lutheran – ELCA 

Chicago, IL 60634 

 

Jacob Gawlik and Bridget Thien of: 

Lutheran School of Theology 

Chicago, IL 60615 

 

Edward Gould of: 

Chicago, IL 60657 

 

Gregory Gross of: 

Chicago, IL 60625 

 

Eleanor Hall of: 

Chicago, IL 60637 

 

Glenn Hering of:  

Chicago, IL 60643 

 

Jordan Hestermann (Executive Director) of:  

Becoming We The People  

Chicago, IL 60616 

 

Rosalind Hurwitz of: 

Chicago, IL 60613 

 

Sue Laurie, M.Div. of:   

Methodist Church  

Chicago, IL  

 

 



Elvira Pellitteri of: 

Chicago, IL 60637 

 

Christopher Pett of: 

Dignity – Catholic 

Chicago, IL 

 

Donna Pfeiffer of: 

Chicago, IL 60641 

 

John Pfeiffer (Buddhist) of: 

Chicago, IL 60640 

 

Katy Resop of: 

ELCA 

Chicago, IL  

 

Erica Spilde (Delegations Coordinator) of: 

Chicago Religious Leader Network on Latin America 

Chicago, IL  

 

Richard Ring and Catherine Thomson (Members) of: 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 

Chicago, IL 60657 

 

Seminarian Benedict Varnum of: 

Disciples Divinity House 

Chicago, IL 60637 

 

Rich Wilson of: 

Chicago, IL 60657 

 

Todd Wincek (Member) of: 

St. Clement Church 

Chicago, IL 

 

David Wolff of: 

Chicago, IL 60660 

 

David Boston, Carl Branch, Monica Del Castillo, Patrick Fahey, Billy Hipp, John Howe, Charlene Mabins, Angela 

Magee, Tom Rivera Lopez, Ahndie Sprattling and Scott Zacher (Members) of: 

Unity in Chicago 

Chicago, IL 60660 

 

 

Michael Glenn of: 

Coal City, IL 60416  

 

 

Holly Kerr, Andrew Singleton (Social Action Members), and Robert Kollman (Member) of: 

North Shore Unitarian Church 

Deerfield, IL  

 

 

Phillip King and John Sunderman (Members) of: 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church  

Downers Grove, IL 

 

 

 



Margo Kanas of: 

Elgin, IL 60120 

 

 

Kim Sipich of: 

Elmhurst, IL 60126 

 

 

Paula Basta, M.Div. (Member) of: 

St. Nicholas Catholic Church 

Evanston, IL 60202  

Lynn Briskin of: 

Evanston, IL 60202 

 

Karen O’Connor (Member) of: 

First Presbyterian Church 

Evanston, IL 60202 

 

 

Jean Pierce (Member) of: 

Geneva Unitarian Universalist Church 

Geneva, IL 

 

 

Ellen Roth of: 

Glenview, IL 60025 

 

 

Janice Simpson (Congregant) of: 

Prairie Circle Unitarian Universalist Congregation 

Grayslake, IL 60030 

 

 

Christy O’Brien of: 

Highland Park, IL 60035 

 

 

Karen McDowell (Member) of:  

Unitarian Church of Hinsdale  

Hinsdale, IL 60521 

 

 

Alderman Scott Tinsley Hall (Member) of: 

The Congregational Church of Jacksonville – UCC 

Jacksonville, IL 62650 

 

 

Mary Anne Gates (Member) of: 

Holy Family Parish – Catholic 

Johnsburg, IL 60051 

 

 

Karen Joseph (Member) of: 

First Christian Church – Disciples of Christ 

Lindenhurst, IL 60046 

 

 

John Larson (Member) of: 

St. John's Episcopal Church 

Lockport, IL 60441 



 

 

Dawn Anderson of: 

McHenry, IL 60051 

 

 

Shamike Stiles of: 

Montgomery, IL 60538 

 

 

Dr. Jon Cole of: 

Morton Grove, IL 60053 

 

 

Melissa Grombacher of: 

Mundelein, IL 60060 

 

 

Jeffrey Cobb (Member) of: 

New Spirit Church – MCC 

Oak Park, IL 60304 

 

 

Joyce Semmler of: 

Unitarian Universalist Community Church 

Park Forest, IL 60466 

 

 

Brother Michael Oboza (SAGA Ministry) of: 

Park Ridge, IL 60068 

 

 

Lori Britain of: 

Peoria, IL 61602 

 

Leigh Maisenbacher of: 

Peoria, IL 61604 

 

 

Alice Desai of: 

River Forest, IL 60305 

 

 

Jorge Sanchez (Member) of: 

St. Edward’s Catholic Church 

Rockford, IL 61109 

 

Varina Simmons (Admin Assistant) of: 

Spring Creek UCC 

Rockford, IL 61114 

 

 

Wanda Esping (Admin Assistant) of: 

First Lutheran Church 

Rock Island, IL 61201 

 

  

Trenda Kennedy of: 

Springfield, IL 62703 



 

 

Richard Gorlewski of: 

St. Patrick Catholic Church 

St. Charles, IL 60174 

 

 

Seminarian Gina Durbin, Seminarian Kelly Durbin, James Walsh and Charles Zwiener Jr. (Members) of: 

MCC of Greater St. Louis and Metro East 

St. Louis, MO 63104 

 

 

Sandra Miller (Wiccan) of:     

Taylorville, IL 62568 

 

 

Gary Schichner of: 

Watseka, IL 60970 

 

 

Jessica Steidl (Member) of: 

St. John’s Lutheran Church – ELCA 

Woodstock, IL 60098 

 

 

Lindsay Flannigan, IL 

 

Daniel Blair, IL 

 

 

SUPPORTERS FROM OUT OF STATE: 

Caleb Laieski of: Gays and Lesbians Against Discrimination – Phoenix, AZ 

Cantor David Reinwald of: CA 

Rev. Michael Fincher of: Episcopal Campus Ministry at UCLA – Los Angeles, CA 

Linda Orosco of: Hammond, IN 

Rev. Marilyn Robb of: United Methodist Church, NE Conference – Portland, ME 

Rastic Samela of: Freeland, MD 

Rev. Twila Broadway of: Deaconess Abundant Life Communities – Concord, MA 

Rev. Dr. William Coleman of: First UMC – Chatham, MA 

Rev. Dr. Wendell Luke, Jr of: United Methodist Church, NE Conference – Chelmsford, MA 

Rev. Gary Nettleton of: UMC – Boston, MA 

John Kempf of: Douglas United Church of Christ – Saugatuck, MI  

Rev. Jim Todd retired pastor of: Christ UMC – Lawrence, MA 

Rev. Regina Nicolosi of: Roman Catholic Women Priests – Red Wing, MN 

Rebecca L’Heureux of: Berlin, New Hampshire 

Rev. Dr. Rita Root, Interim Conference Minister of: New York Conference, UCC – New York 

Rev. Ana Levy-Lyons: All Souls Unitarian – New York City, NY 

Rev. Dr. Elaine Caldbeck: Episcopal Church – southern OH 

Emily Kesselman of: Philadelphia, PA 

Rev. Madeline Edwards (Chaplain) of:  Audie L Murphy VA Hospital – San Antonio, TX 

Rev. Bill Hoglund of: LaCrosse, WI  

Robert Puhr of: Milwaukee, WI 

Eileen Garbutt of: Brightwaves MCC – Brighton, United Kingdom 

 

 

Abbreviations  

ELCA = Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 

M/B = Mennonite/Brethren 

MCC = Metropolitan Community Churches 

UU = Unitarian Universalist 



UCC = United Church of Christ (CMA = Chicago Metropolitan Association) 

UMC = United Method 


